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Authority of the Bible
T here are many books today that claim to be the Word of God. T he Koran, the
Islam holy book, claims to be the Word of God. T he Book of Mormon claims to be the Word
of God. T he Hindus believe the Bhagavad Vita is the source of eternal truth. Karl Marx,
with his atheistic world view, claimed his writing, T he Communist Manifesto, was the
ultimate truth.
We Christians believe the Bible to be the Word of God and the eternal source of
truth we live by. How do we know the Bible is the Word of God? Can we actually prove
that the Bible is truly the Word of God? T he answer is yes.
Before I begin this discussion of the authority of the Bible, let me first quote the
words of Jesus found in John 15:18. Jesus warns his disciples about the attitude the world
will have toward those who follow Him. Jesus says, 'If the world hates you, keep in mind it
hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own As it is you do
not belong to the world. T hat is why the world hates you. 1 Peter 5:8 states, "Your enemy
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour."
What is vital to understand from these passages is the attitude of the world toward
God. T he world is in rebellion against God, and worldly people under the influence of Satan
seek to destroy your faith.
In the light of the times we live in, it is important for Christians not only know
what they believe but also, why they believe what they believe.
I

once heard an astounding statistic. It

indicated that

80 percent

of the

college- bound students who profess to be Christians leave for school and return home no
longer believing in Christ. One of the reasons is this: when a student sits in class and hears
the professor discredit the Bible, the student doesn't have a defense and is easily deceived
into believing the Bible is no longer credible. T his happens too often because Christians
know what they believe, but not why they believe it.
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